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Pope elevates 
Eastern Catholic Church in Slovakia
sign of growth, stability

The Rally Planning Office 
has announced the opening 
of registration for the 2008 
National ByzanTEEN Youth 
Rally, set for July 31 through 
August 3. The Youth Rally, a 
function of the lntereparchial 
Youth Commission for the 
Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic 
Church in America, occurs 
every other year and brings 
together teenagers from Byz-
antine Catholic parishes in 
an atmosphere of fellowship, 
prayer and spiritual enrich-
ment.

“Moved by the Spirit in the 
Windy City” is the theme for 
the 2008 event, which will 
take place at the University 
of St. Mary at the Lake in 
Mundelein, Illinois.

The Rally is open to teens, 

Pope Benedict XVI has re-
organized the Eastern Catholic 
Church in Slovakia, raising 
the status of two church jur-
isdictions and creating a third 
to minister to the estimated 
220,000 Eastern Catholics in 
the country. 

Under the reorganization, 
announced Jan. 30 by the 
Vatican, the Eparchy of Prešov 
was elevated to a sui iuris 
Metropolitan Church with 
Bishop Ján Babjak, SJ as its 
Metropolitan Archbishop. 
Bishop Ján, 54, secretly entered 
the Jesuits in 1987. Born in 
Hazin nad Chirochou, Slovakia 
in 1953, the Archbishop-elect 
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Pennsylvania State Senator 
Mike Brubaker of Lancaster 
County is expected to 
introduce the 2008 Marriage 
Protection Amendment as 
Senate Bill 1250. Supported 
by the Catholic Bishops of 
Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania 
Family Institute and others, 
the bill aims to make this 
amendment to the Pennsylvania 
Constitution: No union other 
than a marriage between one 
man and one woman shall 
be valid or recognized as a 
marriage or the functional 
equivalent of marriage by the 
Commonwealth. 

The goal of the legislation 
is to protect the definition of 
marriage as the union between 
one man and one woman and 
prevent creation of civil unions, 
or other terms used to give all 
the legal benefits of marriage 
under a different name.

The Catholic Bishops state: 
“Marriage is the intimate union 
and equal partnership of one 
man and one woman. It comes 
to us from the hand of God, 
who created male and female 
in his image, so that they might 
become one body and might 
be fertile and multiply (See 
Genesis chapters 1 & 2).

“The protection of marriage 
is an affirmation of the 
fundamental benefits that 
traditional marriage has on 
society – the protection of 
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was ordained a priest in 1978 
and consecrated a bishop in 2003. 

The Exarchate of Košice 
was elevated to an Eparchy, a 
suffragan of the Metropolitan 
Church of Prešov, and Bishop 
Milan Chautur, CSsR was 
appointed its first Bishop. The 
50-year-old Redemptorist had 
been serving as the Exarch of 
Košice since 1997. Ordained 
a priest in 1981, he was 
consecrated a bishop in 1992 
and served five years as the 
Auxiliary Bishop of Prešov.

In addition, a new Eparchy 
was established in Bratislava 
– another suffragan of the 
Metropolitan Church of Prešov 

– with Father Peter Rusnák, 
pastor of the Exaltation of 
the Cross Parish in Bratislava, 
appointed as its first Bishop. 
Bishop-elect Peter was born in 
Humenne, Slovakia in 1950 
and ordained a priest in 1987.

According to a Catholic 
News Service report, the moves 
signal Vatican recognition of 
the growth and the stability 
of the church, which the 
communist government of then-
Czechoslovakia tried to destroy 
in 1950. Most of the church 
buildings, which had been 
confiscated by the government, 
were returned to the Eastern 
Catholics by the mid-1990s. n

‘Windy City’ area 
to host National ByzanTEEN Youth Rally
registration due by july 1

ages 13 through 19. Cost 
for the four-day event is 
$275 and includes double-
occupancy, air-conditioned 
room with private bath, 
bedding and towels, all 
meals and transportation, 
including transportation to 
and from Chicago’s O’Hare 
Airport. 

Space is limited and early 
registration is recommended. 
Full payment along with 
completed registration 
forms must be sent to the 
Rally Planning Office in 
Homer Glen, Ill. by July 1, 
2008.

Registration forms are 
available from pastors or 
from the ByzanTEEN Rally 
Web site at www.byzanteen.
com. n


